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Building a School In Sierra Leone, West Africa 

In October 2016, five members of Morrow Church drove up a red, dusty, bumpy road to a 
school they were being shown as guests of the United Methodist Church (UMC) of Sierra Leone 
(an impoverished country in West Africa). 

As in many poor countries, the government struggles to provide even the most basic health 
care and education in Sierra Leone.  Where the government stops, caring organizations such as 
the UMC takes over as best they can.  The UMC  already runs over 300 Primary/Elementary 
Schools, several High Schools, a few hospitals and health centers, often in the poorest and most 
remote parts of the country. 

The school we were going to see was indeed in one of the poorest parts of the country and the 
world.  It is on the edge of a town called Kenema which has found itself at the epicenter of 
several events.  Most recently it is the region where Ebola was first identified in 2015.  It caused  
a human and social catastrophe and was economically devastated.  Fifteen years earlier it was 
the focal point of the regional war which lasted for a decade, thanks in large part due to it being 
the center for diamond mining.  Historically, diamonds have seldom brought anything other 
than greed, poverty, child soldiers and grief to areas that extract them.  

As we bounced along the road we could see African huts, but little that resembled a school.  
Then, set back from the road we could see a collection of sticks supporting a very tattered and 
torn selection of blue tarps.  It was announced that we had arrived!  Really? 

A tour of the school revealed lots of children crammed into makeshift rooms mostly open to 
the elements with little in the way of desks or equipment normally associated with a school.  
Every aspect was to us awful and, over the years, we’d been to many schools in Sierra Leone 
which indeed were awful! 



We learned that this school was nicknamed a ‘mushroom school’; thanks to the initiative of 
parents and a couple of teachers it had ‘popped up’.  It was either this collection of bamboo 
rooms or no school at all for the local children. 

The Head Teacher invited us to sit under the shade of a nearby tree and proceeded to explain 
to us how they made it work and how, for example, children carried seats to school and home 
every day, often for sizeable distances. 

As we drove away we looked at each other and decided we could do something.  So we drove 
to the town center of Kenema, and thanks to the end of the Ebola epidemic, managed to buy 
new, blue tarps that had been sent by organizations such as the World Health Organization to 
build temporary hospitals.  On our return to Freetown, the capital, The Bishop of the Sierra 
Leone UMC invited us to help build a proper school, at that location called Burma IV, as the 
church owned a parcel of land. 

Fast forward two years and a few months:  thanks to sponsored “Saunters Around Manhattan”, 
dances, donations and grants via Morrow UMC, there is now a six-classrooms, blue-walled, 
lovely school.  It has a proper enrollment now of 297 children, with 6 teachers (although 3 are 
still volunteers), toilets (so important in these places) which are nearly finished along with 
teachers and Head Teachers rooms.   

In January I met the Head  Teacher and she was, to say the least, thrilled; to actually have a 
school that was a building with doors to lock, a roof and windows so that school does not have 
to stop when the rains start.  The Contractor who built it showed us proudly around with a 
smile on his face.  He was closely followed by two young boys who turned out to be his sons 
and who now attend the school.   

We still need to furnish it properly and build a perimeter wall, but already it provides an 
opportunity for 297 of the world’s poorest children, in a country where the literacy rate is still 
at just 33%. 

Thank you to the many members of Morrow Church and  the local and extended community 
who helped us make this little bit of good news happen. 
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More information: 

Contact TimRoebuck@gmail.com 

See short video at https://youtu.be/J3EdNZZ42aI 

Visit Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/BurmaIV/ 

 



 

 

Burma IV School near Kenema, Sierra Leone, October 2016 

 

 

 

Nearing completion in January 2019 

 


